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THE

$40 BILLION

SCAM

How slick lawyers have turned a
genuine health crisis into a ripoff you
won't believe | v soun m. wyLie 11

R. GEORGE MARTINDALE

blinked, shifted his body

in his chair and kept his

voice steady with frequent

sips of water. It was an Oc-
tober afternoon two years ago, and
Martindale sat across from attorney
Daniel Mulholland in a Marriott hotel
meeting room in Mobile, Alabama.
The deposition seemed more like two
friends discussing trends in medicine
than a legal proceeding. But a whole
lot was at stake.

74

Martindale’s name was on several
thousand documents claiming people
suffered from an incurable work-
related respiratory disease. Mulhol-
land asked Martindale if he had ever
intended his work to be used as an of-
ficial diagnosis in a lawsuit or for any
other purpose.

“No, sir,” he replied.

In a gentle Southern drawl, Martin-
dale went on to explain his role in
what a federal court concluded was a
massive legal scam. He had expanded
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